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Hiflorical obfervations relating ^(? Conftantinople. J?y the'E^ve- 
rend and Learned Tho. Smith /)• £)• Fellow of Magd. ColL 
Oxon, and of the Royal Society. 

COnflantinople^ formerly By^^antium, was ^ by Conjlantine the 
great called fo after his own name, who being mightily 
pleafed with the beautiful and advantagious fituation of the 
place between two Seas, and defended by narrow ftreighcs on 
both fides, removed^the Seat of the Empire hither, and laid 
the foundation of its future fplendor and greatnefs- It was 
alfo by a ^ fpecial Edidfe or laW of the fame Emperour, which 
he caufed to be engraven on a marble pillar, placed near his 
own ftatue on horfe-back , in one of the Piazza s of his new 
built City called Strategium , where the Souldiers ufed to Mu- 
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a ^oim TJiv PTmvvff^it hijjTv TToMv, So the Emperour Cont'lanri ue in a Letter toEufebius. de 
vUa Cojillantini lib. IV. cap. ^6. 8c apyd Tlieodorirum Hiflor. Ecclei; lib. i. cap. is, v. 
ctiamSucrar, Scholaa.IHil:. Fcclef. lib. leap. i6. 

b V. Socratem ibidem. Et Tlieopbaneio in Chroiiographia XXV anno ConAanrini. 
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Iter, as in the Campfis Marttm , called fee ond or nen? J{pme , iti 
emulation of old I(pme^which be defigned and endeavored this 
fhould equal in all things. Accordingly he endowed it with 
the fame priviledges and immunities, and eftablifhed the lame 
number of Magiftratcs , and orders of people, and divided the 
whole extent of it into fourteen Precindtsor "^ Regions, accord- 
ing to the divifion of jf{pme. And the Gr^^>^ writers were as 
elegant and extravagant in their commendations ofit^ but 
theufual title in their ordinary difcourfes and writings, when 
they had occafion to mention it without any fiourifh, was ^ /3«- 
trth^kau or Haa-ihh, that is , the Imperial City, to the fame fenfe 
with* that of ^ SidoniusApollinaris, 

Salve fceptr or um columen^ J^gina orientis^ 
Orbis l^ma tut. 

The country about it was afterwards called T^mania in a li- 
mited and reftrained fenfe, (for that I{omania was anciently 
the fame with orbis ^omanus, feems clear from ^ Epiphanius ) and 
the people p^^-^Io/. But I fuppofe this was not done till about 
the niddle times of the Empire , when it began to decline- 
The Greeks ftill retain this name. For if you ask any of the 
Gree/t born upon the continent of T/5^r^^^ , what country man 
he is, he anfwers forthwith, ^cofjj^or J^mios , for fo they pro- 
nounce it. TheTurks in like manner call a Gr^^4,Chriftian 
Vrum Gmur^ or the Roman infidel, as they will call fomtimes 
the Eraperour of Germany, Vrumler Padijha or Emperour of 
the Romans. Hence it was, that the latter Grecian Emperours 
ftyled themfelves HTiKeuve^iM^lm Kings of the Romans, that is, 
fuch as were born ixx Romania:, and the other countries , which 
made up the Eaftern divifion of the Empire Tho perchance 
by this fiourifhing title they pretended a right to the Govern- 

c Ihe ita ian word Khnt is a manifeft: corruption of the La-in wurd. 

d !n Panegyrico, qucm Kom^ dixit Anthemio Augu-o, b'sConfuli. 

cHxrefi LXiX, quae eft Arianorum. vSed. 2. where lie fays a fai dinnalfire was kindled 

fA,s^yi, wbic'i feized almoil upon all Romania, or Univer^uin Roijnanorura iinpcriuin, as 
jHttan^ias renders it, but cfpeciallj the Eafiern i^aKs of it. 
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ment of the Weft: upon which vain prefumtioti they afTumed 
alfo the title of* KoTf/o^t^drop-.f or Emperours of the World, as if they 
had been the true SuccefTors of ^n^ujtus , and the Weftern Em- 
perors, Ulurpers, whom they called by way of contempt and in- 
dignation, Pi»>sReges, as ^ Luitprandus informs us in the accompt 
ot his Ambafly to Niccphorus Phocns, and afforded the people of 
Italy no other title than that of s Longohards or Lombards. 
The prefent Greeks call all the Weltern Chriftians ^^^^vu or 
r^T>o/ Latins otFrank^, the Turks only making ufe of the latter, 
when they fpeak civilly of us, and calling Cbrijlendome Thren- 
hijlan , in the prelent Greeks <pp«fy<!«. Tliie Turks now as proudly 
call Covjtantinople Jlem pena, or the refuge of the World ; where 
indeed leems to be a mcdly of all or moll nations of three parts 
of it, and of all religions, which are allowed to be publickly 
profeft ^nd exercifed every where throughout the Empire , ex- 
cept thcPerJian. For they look upon it as a corruption of, 
and deviation from the rules and do6triue of Mahomet , their 
great falle prophet, and therefore abfolutely forbid it, as re- 
pugnant to, and deftrudive of the dodtrineoflife and falvati- 
oii, as they fpeak. And accordingly they condemn with all ima- 
gmable fury the ProfelTors of it, who pretend to follow j^li, as 
Se<ftariesand Apoftates, and entertain worfe opinions of them^ 
then oiChriJiians or Jews or Infidels. The Verfians are not behind 
hand with them in their hatred and difrelpedt, deriding them 
as grofs and ftupid , and looking upon them as little lefs thea 
barbarous; intereft and zeal for their feveral tenents heightn- 
ing their differences fo much , that in time of War they 
deftroy one anothers Mofchs. I remember , that there was a 
great difcourfe in Conjlantinople among the Turks concerning 
an impudent hot-headed Perfan^ who publickly in the new 
MoJchbxxxXt by the Mother of the prefent Emperour, afferted 
that ^li was equal to Mahomet. But it leems he very luckily 
made his eicape out of their hands, at which the Prieftsand the 
more zealous T^^r^^j- were very much fcandalizcd. 

The Greeks have twenty fix Churches within the walls of the 
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City , befides fix in Galafa of which I have given an accoinpt 
el(e where. They have alfo two Churches at ^z/i^^j^r/, one at 
J\adikuiot Chalcedon. So ^tStaurofis^Chinzjlklii^ and leveral other 
Villages upon the Afian fhore of the Boiphorus, as at Bejhiclajh^ 
OrtaJ^^fyCborouch chefme.whkhClmvch is dedicated to St. M/- 
f/jaei the Archangel, y^?;^'/^?/^' or Neochorhn/Iherapia, B^^juj^ere^ 
and other Villages on the European fide. They havealfo a 
Church at Has^iz , where is their Burying place, and another 
near the Bai^nOy dedicated to St. Para/'ceve. And atTatoula 
about a mile from Pera, upon a Hill, which from the name 
of the Church is thence called by the Greeks and Franj^ ^ St. 
Demetrms his Hill. Next to the holy Virgin, St. Demetnm and 
St. George have moft Churches dedicated to them. 

The Armenians have not, if I remember aright, above fea- 
ven Churches J they being few in number in comparifon of the 
Greeks. 

Tho^Jews may have in the City and places adjacent between 
twenty and thirty Synagogues,this being the greateft Ihelter of 
that accurfed and contemptible people in the Grand Signors do- 
minions, next to Caire and Saloniki: and I believe there may be 
about twenty or thirty thoufand families of them. They are of 
great ufeSc fervice to the Turks, upon accompt of their brocage 
and marchandife, and induftry in feveral mechanical trades. 
All thefe I look upon as Natives, or Slaves rather, each paying 
mony for his head every year. Thtjews indeed very wifely 
colled this tax among tliemfelves and according to an agree- 
ment made with the Tefterdar or Treafurer, pay a certain 
fum ingrofs for their whole nation refiding there : by which 
piece of cunning they are great gainers, andfpare the poor 
among them lefs able to pay, by a contribution of the rich to 
make up the fum. The Englijb and Dutch Ambalfadors have 
their Chappels in their Palaces common to their refpedive 
Nations. 

The Churches and Chappels of the Weftcrnr//r///m;a/ of the 
7^m^?2 Communion mGalata, arc 

St, Peters, belonging to the Dominicans y where is thefa- 
mous piece of Madonna di Conjlantinopoli as the Italians call it, 

or 



or of the Meffed Virgin, holding the holy ch'ildjefuf in tiet 
armes : which they pretend to be drawn by the hand of St. Lu^, 
celebrated by Ionic of the latter Ecclefialtical writers to have 
been a famous Painter. Out of refpe£t to this idle tradition 
the credulous and fuperflitious Latines and Gr^^^x of the /(p- 
mafi Communion Ihew great veneration to it, which otherwifc 
hath little in it of proportion , art, or beauty to derive any re- 
putation upon the defigner, or upon hh work. 

St. Francis, belonging to .the Convcntuali, Fryars of the order 
of St. Francis : the ground of this by the wife condutSt and inter- 
ceffion of Cavaliere Molino, the Venetian Bailo^ after the furren- 
dry of Candia upon the peace made by the Republick with the 
Grand Signor, was procured to be rcftored, and a haiidfome 
Church rebuilt with the large contributions of mony fent out 
of Chrijiendome. 

St. Be7iedtHy belonging to the Jepiits, where is a rich Altar 
curioudy adornVl with Icveral figures in MofaicI^ This Con- 
vent was purchafed for them by their great Benefactor, Henry 
the fourth oi France. 

St. Mary, belonging to the Obfervantines or Z^occolanti , a 
branch of the order of St. Francis^, io called from their going in 
Zj>ccoli or wooden clogs. 

The Capucines have a little Chappel dedicated to St. George^ 
hard by the French Ambafladors Palace. 

St. ^nn, a Chappel frequented by the Perots. 

St. PaulandSt. Jnthony, were both taken away fomc years 
fmce from the Chrijiians, and turned into Mofchs. The former 
of which is now known by the nameof ^r^^^ Giamefi , or the 
Mofch of the Arabians. Our Interpreters mentioned alfo to 
me the Church oi St. John, which the T^rl^ have feized upon 
for their ufc, St. G^^/*^^, which the Jems are poffeft of, and St. 
Sebafltan, which was ufed to be vifited chcifly on Holy days. 

The North wind blows for the moft part at Conjtantinople. 
which muft be afcribed to its nearnefs to theis^^Ar^w^ fea, v/hich 
bears that point from it, So that for want of a Southwardly wind 
fhips have been forced to lye a month or two fomtimes near the 
mouth of the FJellefpont. This was taken notice of long fince 
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hy Eunapimm the life of Mdejius , who afcribes the feldome 
blowing of the i9(?//i^/;wiud to the fituation of the mountains, 
whereas it is checked and overpowered by the exuberance of 
the vapours continually ient forth from the blacky andjrreat Sea, 
as the Greeks call itincomparilon of the Mediterranean. Fide 
ad finemCodini de origin. ConflantiuopoL Edit. Parif. pag^, %q. 

The Ilcllefpofit is about forty miles in length, and at the Ca- 
^IcsoiSeJlos zwAjibydos the itrciglit may be about three quar- 
ters of an Englifli mile ovcr,orlefs. 

The length of the Propontis is about a hundred and fifty 
miles, both fhorcs may be Icen in the middle of it. In it are, 

Cyycm^ an Illand near the JJian fliore, to which it is joined by 
two bridges. It ftill retains its ancient name i^^/^o, and is the feat 
of a Billiop, being inhabited by a confiderable number oiGreeks. 

ProconnefuSy not far frqm the former ; now, as for fome cen- 
turies paft, called Marmora y from the excellent quarries of 
Marble there found, the marmor Cyy^nicum alfo being famous in 
the time of Pliny. 

Besbycns, now called by the Greeks mhohiim or the good haven, 
not far from the entrance into the bay of Montanea to the 
North and by Eaft. The Turks call it Imramle, 

There are feveral lOands over againft thebay of Nicomedia , 
formerly called Sinus Jjiacenns , according to Strabo, about fix 
or feven leagues from Conjiantinople ^. 

Prate, fo called becaufe they approach fitft to it, coming from 
Conjiantinople-, to the South of this Pf^;^^/^^ and Pytts, which I 
take to be the fame with Pyrgos , that lyes inmoft toward the 
bay: Chalcit is, in. modern Greek, Chalce or Cbalcvs. Oxia and Platy 
to the North-weft. I haveexprefled the Turkijh names of the 
lefler and uninhabited Ulands elfewhere, which perchance were 
phantafticaiiy impofed by fome Franks. 

The Seraglio is at the extreme point of the North-eaft Angle 
of Conjiantinople , where formerly ftood old Byzantium, within 
which towards the Haven is a ftately KiosJ^or fummer houle, 
from whence the Grand Signor ufually takes Barge, when he paf- 
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fes into ^^, or diverts himfelf upon tlie Bofporm, at which time 
the Bojtangi bajhi, who hath the principal care of the Emperors 
palace, and hath the command of the Bofporus^ fits at the helm 
and ftecres. 

The Icven Towers are at the South-eaft extremity. 
The only Suburbs are to the North- weft, along the Haven 
fide ; for above the hill, where the three walls begin, lies an o- 
pen champaigne country, except that here and there at confi- 
derable diltances farme houfes are fcatter'd. 

The Haven runs in from the Weft, and fb opens Ealt. 
At the Eaft end of Galata is Tophana where they caft their 
great Guns. 

Pera and Galata have about fix gates to the Seaward. The 
whole ix2i€t of ground was anciently, before the times 
of the Emperor Valentiniariy who cnclofed and forti- 
fied Galata with walls and towers, ftyled n?p'-«7et or Regio P^r^^y 
being ^'r-^i' ^^r mum^ on the other fide of the City to the North, 
which is the reafon of its name, feated on higher hills , and 
whole afcent is more fteep and difficult. 

Our modern Geographers^ fuch as Mermtor and Ortelim^ who 
herein follow Ptolemy , place Conjiantinople in the Latitude of 
43. degrees and y. minutes: the Arabian and Perjian Ajirono^ 
mers ^ as Abulfeda,NajJir Eddin^Flugh Beigh^ and fo the ^oy^^^tn 
miv'if of Chryfococcas tranflated out of the Perfian tables, place it 
more Northerly in 45-. But by latter and better obfervation 
it is found, that they have erred in affigning the Latitude of 
this City, as of leveral other places. To falve thefe differences, 
there is no juft ground of pretenfe to fay , that the Poles are 
moveable and have changed their fituation fince their time^ 
whereas it may better be imputed to their want of due care, 
or to their taking things upon truft, from the reports of Tra* 
vellers and Seamen , not having been upon the places them- 
felves: which certainly is to befaid for Ptolemy whofe obfer- 
vations , as to places more remote from Alexandria , are far 
from being accurate and true. The learned Mr. John Greaves, 
as I find in a raanufcript difcourfe, very worthy of being 
printed , which he prefented to the moft Reverend and re- 
nowned 
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iiowned Arch-hijhop vjher ^ took the height of the. Po/^ at Con^ 
Jiantinople with a brafs iextant ot above 4. feet radius^ and found 
it to be but 41 • degrees. 6'. but by theobiervation we made in 
our Court-yard at Per a with a very good ^luadrant we found it 
but 40. degrees and /8* minutes of North Latitude, 

There is no place between the Pro^e?;?^^} and the walls of the 
City, except juit at the Seraglio-point, which may be two hun- 
dred paces in length ; where they have raifed on a platform a 
battery for great guns : but from the point to the end of the Ha- 
ven Weft, the fpace to the gates is unequal in fome places about 
twenty paces broad, in others three or four times as many more. 

Thediftance between Conjtantinople and Clmlcedon upon the 
oppoiite Bithynian fhore may be about three or four miles. 

In the walls are engraven the names of feveral Emperours, 
who raigned toward the declenfion of the Grtectan Empire, as 
Theophilus, Michael^ Bafilim , Conjiantinm Porphyro^enitm , by 
whole care, and at whofe expenfe the feveral breaches caufed 
in them by the Sea or by earth-quakes were repaired. 

/(f^m%/?2 orthe fandgate lies toward the Prc?/?df/i^^ : this the 
Gr^^% call in their vulgar language ko^^c/^^^Ja/ , Contofcalium^ or* 
the little fcale or landing place. Here formerly was an Arfenal 
for Gallies and other fmallvejQTels; it being a convenient pa(- 
fage over Sea. Over this Gate was anciently engraven a curious 
inlcription ftill preferved in that excellent collection publilhed 
by ^ Gruterm. 

Jedicula K^pi, or the Gate of the leven towers, fo called from 
its neernefs to that ^^r^/«//^ , is that, I guefs, which the Greeks 
formerly called 7e>^<^ or the Golden Gate, and by fome late 
jL<^/^/;^^ writers Chryfea ^ in Luitprandm ^ T^r^^, by a raiftake ei- 
ther of the tranfcriberor printer, for Jurea, for fo certainly 
it mull be mended. Over this Gate was this infcription , 

Htee loca Theudofius decor at poji fata Tyranni , 
j{urea fedagerit, qui portam conjiruit auro. 

cited by Sirmond in his notes upon ^ Sidonim. This Gate is in 
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tiie twelfth Region^ and was alio called <^f«^^^ from its beautiful 
and curious ftruiture- 

The Gun gate formerly called Kom a7i gditc , not becaufe it 
leads towards the continent o^ J^o^nania or Th ace ^ but irom 
^ St. ]i^(}manws,vj\\Q,vc thclafl: Chrilhaa limpcror was killed at 
the affault , which the TurJ^ made to force their way into the 
City by it. 

Near Adrianople gate is a fair large M^i/^/^ called Jli-bajfa^ 
upon a hill accounted the highcllin the City. 

The diftance between tower and tower in the upper wall 
to the landward may be about ninety of my paces j the 
fpacc between that and the fecond wall about eighteen paces 
over. 

The place, where the Lyons, Leopards ^ and fuch like wild 
creatures are kept, (^ where 1 faw alfb i^vcx^X Jackals) was 
formerly, a$ the Greeks told me, a Chriitian Church dedica- 
ted to fiw/z'se or the BlefTed Virgin> where this verfe is ftill le- 
gible 3 

There is no tide or running back of the water on any fide of 
the Bofporm into the black Sea, as ^ fome have imagined, whofe 
miftake might poffibly arife hence , that the wind being at 
Northland blowing hard, the current fets more violently at 
fuch times againft the feveral headlands jetting out into the 
channel, which admits of feveral turnings, andfo the waters 
are forced back to fome little diftance: or elfe becaufe when 
the South-wind freiliens and grows boifterous, it makes a high 
rolling Sea in the Propontis ^nd Bofporm ^ and being contrary 
to the current, gives a check to it, fo that it becomes lefs fen- 
lible, and is eafily ftemmed. Where it is narroweft, the di- 
ftance feems to the eye to be fcarce a mile over from one ihorc 
to another i where broadeft, not much above a mile and a 
halfe, unlefs where it runs into the deep bay es, which by rea- 
fon of their fhallownefs only harbour boats. 
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The channel certainly is natural and not cut by art, as 
feme have idlyfanfied, not confidering, how the Euxine Sea 
fhoiild difcharge it lelf otherwife of thofe great quantities of 
waters, poured into it by the Ipr and Tanais, now called Don, 
and the other rivers , whereby it becomes lefs fait, even very 
ienfibly to the taft, than feveral parts of the Mediterranean. 

The fifh by a Ilrange kind of inftind: pafs in vaft ihoales twice 
a year. Autumn and fpring, through tne Bofporus^ that is, out 
of one Sea into another 5 of which the Greef^, who live feveral 
months of the year upon them, take great numbers, and fupply 
the markets at eafy rates ; the Cormorants and other ravenous 
water-fowle, which the T//r% will not fuffer to be deftroydor 
otherwife molefted, preying alfb upon them. 

The weather in fome months is very inconftant, great heats 
and colds hapning the fame day upon the change of the wind. 

The winters at Conjiantinople am fomtimts extraordinary fe- 
vere. I have heard it related by feveral old Greeks , as a thing 
moft certain, that the Bofporti^ was frozen over in the time ot 
Jlchmed, and that a; Hare was courfed over it. It hapned thus , 
that upon a thaw huge cakes of Ice came floating down the 
Z)^?;^^/^^ into the black Sea, and were driven by the current in- 
to the Bo/porus, where upon the return of the froll, they were 
fixed fo hard that it became payable. In the year %66^ there 
was ice in the Haven to the great amazement of the Turks, and 
iorac were fo frighted at this unufual accident, that they look't 
upon it as a difmal prodigy, & concluded, that the world would 
be at an end that yean Tlhe J^u^lia or ObeUsk^mthc Hippo- 
drome is betwixt fifty and fixty foot high. 

The Hiftorical pillar in ^^/i rilievo, raifed in honour of the 
Emporors ^rcadim and Honor im , may be in height about an 
hundred feven and forty feet, 

Jlexim Comnenm lies buryed in the Patriarchal Church a- 
gainft the wall , and hhdavx^ht^t JmiaComnena, theHiftorian, 
who lived about the year of Chrift 1117. They pretedtoiliew 
there the reliques of St. ^najiajiay mho fuffered Martyrdome 
under the Emperor V^lerianm^ and of St. Euphemia, Virgin and 
Martyr, who loft her life molt glorioufly for Chrijis holy religion 
^tChalcedon under Liocletian, la 
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In SanHa Sophia there are pillars fo great, that a man cart 
fcarce fathom them at tw/ice. At the end of the Gallery, that 
joy ns the other two, each about thirty of my paces wide, there 
is a piece of trarifparent Marble, two or three niches thick. In 
the North gallery upon the pavement is a rcddifh fort of a mar- 
ble ftone, brought, as the Tur^r and ChriJHans relate, from Bale- 
Jiincy on which they fable, that the Bleffed Virgin ufed to wafh 
the linnen of our Saviour, 

I obferved but one ftep from the body of the Church to the 
Bema or place where the Altar formerly ftood. 

The great Mofch at Chafim-ba^a on Fera fide to the weft was 
formerly a Church dedicated to St. Theodofm. 

Gianghir^ a Mofch fo called upon a hill at Fondaclee neer Top^ 
hana. 

In Conftantinople there are feveral narrow ftreets of trade , 
clofedup with fheds and pent-houfes, which Ifuppofewere in 
ufe before the Greeks loft their Empire, and are the fame with 
the (num,9si m (ppc&M Jpiidsi in Chry/a lor as his "^ Epiftlc. But be- 
fides thefe places, feveral trades have their diftant quarters. The 
ftreets are raifed for the moft part on each fide for the greater 
convenience. 

Not far from Suleimania is the houfeof the^^j or Gene- 
ral of the Janii^aries, which fo often changes its matters. 

Pompeys pillar, as the /r^^^i^/ erroneoufly call it, is of the Co- 
rinthian order, curioufly wrought, about eighteen foot in 
height and three in diameter. 

B^Jhiktap , a village within three or four miles of ConflantinQ- 
//a towards the Bo/porus, where liesburyed the famous pyrate 
Ariadin^ whom the Chrijitan writers call Barbarojfa , who built 
here a handfome Mofch, having two rows of pillars at the en- 
trance. The Captain Bajja ufually, before he puts to fea with 
his Armata of Gallies, vifits the Tomb of this fortunate robber, 
who had made feveral thoufand Chrifiians Haves, and makes his 
prayers at the neighbouring Church for the good fuccefs of his 
expedition. 
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They reckon in the City above a hundred publick baths^ e- 
very ftreet almoit ajffbrding one. They are elteemed works of 
great Piety and Charity, there being a continual ufe of them, 
not only upon the accompr of religion, but of health and clean- 
Ihiefs. For their dyet being for the moft part hot fpiced meats 
in the winter, and crude fruits in the fummer^ their liquor foun- 
tain water, or CofFee^to which we may add their lazy kind of life 
( for walking is never ufed by them for digeftion, or otherwife in 
the way of diverfion ) frequent bathing becomesneceflary. 

There are feveral receptacles of water under ground, and 
one particularly under the Church of Sancla Sophia^ as I was 
informed -, but 1 did not think it worth my curiofity to defcend 
into It. Thefe were of great ufe to the poor Greeks in the laft 
fatal fiege ; but the Turks are io fecure, that they do not think, 
that they deferve either coft or pains to keep the waters fweet, 
or the cifterns in repaire. 

The JquieduBs , which anfwer tothofe glorious Jqu(s>duBs ^ 
near Pyrgos , and convey the water to the great ciftern neer 
Sultan 6^^//^/ Mofch, are in that part oi Conjiantinople ^ which 
lies between the Mofch of Mahomet^ the Great and Sha ^ade. 

The Turks began to befiege Conjiantimple on the fifth oi April^ 
and took it the twenty ninth of M?y on Whitfuh Tuefday morn- 
ing i4f3. or as the T^r% reckon in the year 85-7. ofxhellegira, 
or'iitght of Mahomet y the 22. day of the firft Jomad. 

The Chappel, whet e Ejub Sultan is interred, atwhofe head 
and feet I obferved great wax candles, isenclofed withlatten 
wire grates, for the better accommodation of fuch religious 
Turkey as come to pay their refped: to the memory of this great 
MufulmanSzintJn the middleof the Area there is raifed a build- 
ing fuftained by excellent marble pillars, afcended by two fe- 
veral pair of ftairs, where the new Emperor is inaugurated, and 
where he ufually goes in Biram time. 
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